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Case Title: 
Abound Solar, Inc. 

 
Subject of Report: 
Contact with  and  

Reporting Office: 
Denver, CO, Area Office 

 
Activity Date: 
October 9, 2013 

Reporting Official and Date: Approving Official and Date: 

  
Special Agent Special Agent in Charge 
10-OCT-2013, Signed by:  10-OCT-2013, Approved by:  

Special Agent in Charge 
SYNOPSIS 

 

On October 9, 2013, Special Agent (SA)  contacted  and  to 
discuss information relating to the compliance advisory issued to Abound Solar, Inc. (Abound) 
concerning the illegal storage of solar modules in warehouses located in Denver and Longmont, 
Colorado. 

 

DETAILS 
 

On October 9, 2013, SA  contacted  (  and  (  
Hazardous Waste Inspectors for the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE), to discuss information relating to the compliance advisory issued to Abound concerning 
the illegal storage of solar modules in warehouses located in Denver and Longmont, Colorado.  SA 

 had previously identified himself to  and    and  provided the 
below summarized information: 

 
 advised that everything is gone from the Abound facility.  All of the flawed panels that were 

stored in the Denver warehouse were sold to a company in Singapore.  The solar panels that were 
stored in the Longmont and Denver warehouses that could not be sold were given to First Solar in 
Ohio.   related that CDPHE provided time for updates on the disposal of the panels and gave 
Abound leeway to get rid of the panels. 

 
 stated that Abound set up a fund for the recycling of the non-functional panels that came in 

from the field.  This was because they were expecting some quantity of the panels to be returned 
and they did not want to ship the panels as hazardous waste.  related that Abound was 
sending the panels to 5N Plus in Wisconsin.  In February 2012, Abound stopped recycling their 
panels due to the lack of funds, and 5N Prime dismantled the recycling equipment at Abound’s 
manufacturing facility. 

 
 stated that the panels would go from Abound to the CDG warehouse in Denver.  When 

Abound had the money they would ship the panels to 5N Plus in Wisconsin.   stated that the 
panels were considered a characteristic hazardous waste because Abound was not selling or 
recycling them.   advised that approximately two months ago, he conducted site visits of both 
warehouses and observed that they had been cleaned out. 

 
 provided the reporting Agent with a copy of the CDPHE Compliance Orders issued to 
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, trustee for the Abound bankruptcy, relating to the unpermitted storage of 
characteristic hazardous waste solar panels.  The Compliance Advisories are attached to this 
investigative activity report for reference. 

 
 

ATTACHMENT 

CDPHE Compliance Advisory: Denver Warehouse. 
CDPHE Compliance Advisory: Longmont Warehouse. 
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